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Trump Absurdly Asks Germany and Japan To Pay For Being Occupied
by Moon of Alabama via steve - MOA website Friday, Mar 8 2019, 10:00pm
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Trump's lunatic proposition will be fun to watch FAIL. However, due to the crumbling
paper petro-dollar hegemony, the USA is now forced to extract payments anywhere it
can, so it has chosen 'allies' which it thinks are easily managed/intimidated and are 'safe'
extortion targets; well America may be in for a rude shock -- the world is steadily
dumping un-viable paper dollars as this piece is being posted and allied leaders are loath
to sacrifice their careers to absurd US demands.

Trump Seeks Huge Premium From Allies Hosting U.S. Troops

Under White House direction, the administration is drawing up demands that Germany, Japan and
eventually any other country hosting U.S. troops pay the full price of American soldiers deployed on
their soil -- plus 50 percent or more for the privilege of hosting them, according to a dozen
administration officials and people briefed on the matter.
...
Current and former administration officials briefed on the idea, who asked not to be identified
discussing the program, describe it as far more advanced than is publicly known. As well as seeking
more money, the administration wants to use it as a way to exert leverage on countries to do what
the U.S. demands overseas.

As evidence, they say officials at the Pentagon have been asked to calculate two formulas: One
would determine how much money countries such as Germany ought to be asked to pay. The second
would determine the discount those countries would get if their policies align closely with the U.S.

The extortion scheme Trump wants to use against 'allies' is a perfect own goal.

The German government under Chancellor Angela Merkel is already accused of being too deep
inside the U.S. rear.

Her party supported the war on Iraq and now joined the illegal regime change attempt in Venezuela.
The public is way less pro-American than German politicians. It will be quite difficult for Merkel and
others to justify additional billions for U.S. troops in Germany. They are neither needed nor wanted.
(The only sound reason to keep the 30,000 U.S. troops in Germany is to prevent them from moving
to Poland from where they could threaten the country.)

The situation in Japan is similar. The government of Prime Minister Shinzō Abe supports hawkish
U.S. policies but is also under attack over a new U.S. base on Okinawa. It will have problems to
justify spending for the privilege of keeping the country under U.S. occupation.

Trump's extortion racket will make it more difficult for Merkel and Abe to ally with the U.S. on other
issues.

That is a sound reason to welcome it.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-03-08/trump-said-to-seek-huge-premium-from-allies-hosting-u-s-troops
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Also see:
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/51235.htm

https://www.moonofalabama.org/2019/03/trump-asks-germany-japan-to-pay-for-being-occupied.html
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