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Russia to Set Up Military Base in the Caribbean
by staff report Tass via jake - TASS Friday, Dec 14 2018, 9:56pm
international / prose / post

America will soon regret bullying weaker sovereign nations and tearing up nuclear
treaties. Russia has just taken a leaf from America's global bases book.

Moscow is gearing up to establish a long-term military presence in Latin America and the current
mission of the Tu-160 strategic bombers to Venezuela is part of this plan, Nezavisimaya Gazeta
writes.

According to military envoys, Russian authorities have made a decision (and Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro did not object) to deploy strategic aircraft to one of Venezuela’s islands in the
Caribbean Sea, which has a naval base and a military airfield. Ten years ago, Russian experts and
Armed Forces commanders had already visited the island of La Orchila, located 200 kilometers
northeast of Caracas. Venezuelan laws prohibit the setup of military bases in the country, but a
temporary deployment of warplanes is possible.

"It is the right idea to include Venezuela in long-range aviation missions," military expert Colonel
Shamil Gareyev told the newspaper, adding that it was also economically reasonable. "Our strategic
bombers will not only not have to return to Russia every time, but also won't perform aerial refueling
while on a patrol mission in the Americas. Our Tu-160 aircraft arrive to their base in Venezuela,
conduct flights, execute their missions and are then replaced on a rotating basis. This is how it
should be done," he said.

Colonel Eduard Rodyukov, a Corresponding Member of the Academy of Military Sciences, in turn,
told Nezavisimaya Gazeta that "the arrival of Russia’s Tu-160 strategic bombers to Central America
is kind of a signal to Trump to make him realize that abandoning nuclear disarmament treaties will
have a boomerang effect."

According to Kommersant’s sources in Russian military management agencies, the Russian-
Venezuelan agreement on the flight of two Tu-160 strategic bombers is mutually beneficial, since
Caracas got a chance to exhibit its independent military policy and Russian pilots performed not just
a simple training flight but covered a distance of more than 10,000 kilometers over the Atlantic
Ocean, the Barents, the Norwegian and the Caribbean Seas.

We are clearly helping the Venezuelan government stay afloat, Research Fellow at the Institute of
Latin American Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences Emil Dabagyan told Kommersant. "Since
Russia benefits from oil exploration, it wants the Venezuelan regime to stay in place," he added. As
for Caracas, joint military drills with Russia and other activities of this kind are very important for it
at the moment. According to the expert, Venezuelan authorities "seek to show their determination to
protect the country from the potential aggression of the United States, which has been labeling the
Maduro regime as illegitimate."
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