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DHS Seeks to Compile a Database of ALL Journalists, Bloggers and Top
"Media Influencers"
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The population has become accustomed to losing most of its civil liberties and
inalienable rights over the past two decades so what would it matter if it loses them ALL,
as surely no-one is going to do anything constructive about restoring our lost freedoms
and liberties. Amazing, I managed to write the introductory first sentence without
mentioning Big Brother!

George Orwell, Prophet

From Bloomberg:

Homeland Security to Compile Database of Journalists, Bloggers
by Cary O'Reilly

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security wants to monitor hundreds of thousands of news sources
around the world and compile a database of journalists, editors, foreign correspondents, and
bloggers to identify top “media influencers.”

It’s seeking a contractor that can help it monitor traditional news sources as well as social media
and identify “any and all” coverage related to the agency or a particular event, according to a
request for information released April 3.

The data to be collected includes a publication’s “sentiment” as well as geographical spread, top
posters, languages, momentum, and circulation. No value for the contract was disclosed.

“Services shall provide media comparison tools, design and rebranding tools, communication tools,
and the ability to identify top media influencers,” according to the statement. DHS agencies have “a
critical need to incorporate these functions into their programs in order to better reach federal,
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state, local, tribal, and private partners,” it said.

The DHS wants to track more than 290,000 global news sources, including online, print, broadcast,
cable, and radio, as well as trade and industry publications, local, national and international outlets,
and social media, according to the documents. It also wants the ability to track media coverage in
more than 100 languages including Arabic, Chinese, and Russian, with instant translation of articles
into English.

The request comes amid heightened concern about accuracy in media and the potential for
foreigners to influence U.S. elections and policy through “fake news.” Nineteen lawmakers including
Reps. Josh Gottheimer (D-N.J.), Lee Zeldin (R-N.Y.), Ron DeSantis (R-Fla.), and Sen. Ted Cruz (R-
Texas), sent a letter to Attorney General Jeff Sessions last month, asking whether Qatar-based Al
Jazeera should register as a foreign agent because it “often directly undermines” U.S. interests with
favorable coverage of Hamas, Hezbollah and al-Qaeda’s branch in Syria.

The DHS request says the selected vendor will set up an online “media influence database” giving
users the ability to browse based on location, beat, and type of influence. For each influencer found,
“present contact details and any other information that could be relevant, including publications this
influencer writes for, and an overview of the previous coverage published by the media influencer.”

A department spokesman didn’t immediately return a phone call and email seeking comment.

Responses are due April 13. Seven companies, mainly minority- or women-owned small businesses,
have already expressed interest in becoming a vendor for the contract, according to the FedBizOpps
web site.

— With assistance from Daniel Snyder
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[Does anyone out there smell a Nazi rat besides me?]

https://biglawbusiness.com/homeland-security-to-compile-database-of-journalists-bloggers/
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